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By ARCHPRIEST ALEXIS STANISLAVSKY
From the Easter epistle of the Acting Patriarch, His Beatitude the Metro-
politan Sergius, to the hierarchy priests and faithful of the districts of Ukraine
still occupied by the Hitlerite forces, I have learned that Bishop Policarp
Sikorsky, making use of the temporary occupation of Ukraine by the fascists,
has announced himself Head of an autokephalous Ukrainian Church, has called
the Metropolitan Sergius an impostor, who has, as it were, seized the highest
Church power in the All-Russian Church by illegal means. Both these misdeeds
of Bishop Policarp came as a great surprise to me as a Ukrainian and a member
of the All-Russian and Ukrainian Church Councils, and demand that I should
speak my mind on these matters, so important from a canonical point of view.
So far as an autocephalous Ukrainian Church is concerned, it is desired
neither by the clergy nor by the people. At the two sessions of the AH-Ukraine
Council of 1918 the question of Church autocephality was not even debated.
The Orthodox Ukrainian people never even thought of breaking away from the
Russian Mother-Church.
The All-Russian Local Council in 1918 decided, as is known, that an indis-
soluble bond should exist between the Ukrainian Church and the Russian
Church and left the Ukrainian Church a component part of the AII-Russian
Patriarchate. His Beatitude the Metropolitan Sergius, as the fully authoritative
successor of the Holy Patriarch Tikhon, possesses complete ecclesiastical
authority affirmed by this Council with regard to the Ukrainian Church. In
the exercise of this authority at the present time he nominates his Exarch to
administer the Ukrainian dioceses.
The present Exarch of Ukraine is His Beatitude Nicholas, Metropolitan of
Kiev and Galicia, whose temporary absence from Ukrainian soil does not by
any manner of means give Bishop Policarp the right to betray Orthodoxy.
Bishop Policarp's conduct is shameful In the extreme. When the Western
Ukraine was under Poland he was a Polish autocephalist. When the Western
Ukraine was united to the Soviet Ukraine, he acknowledged the lawful authority
of His Beatitude the Metropolitan Sergius. When the Ukraine was temporarily
occupied by the Germans, he not only became an autocephalist again, but called
himself head of a Ukrainian Church in addition. What authority can such a
man possess among the priests and faithful of the Orthodox Ukraine ? What
faith can they have in him ?
It is to be hoped that the Ukrainian people, who are from ancient times
devoted to Orthodoxy and who gave signal proof of their devotion under
Bogdan Chmelnitsky in the 17th century at the time of the union of the Ukraine
to the Muscovite State, will with God's help reject also the lawless solicitations
of an unrecognized autocephality installed by the German violators; and that
the Ukrainian people will remain faithful to their Russian Mother-Church in the
year of great ordeals which are befalling our country.
In the heat of his fury against His Beatitude the Metropolitan Sergius for
having revealed his canonical crimes, Bishop Policarp calls him an "impostor".
This epithet is entirely applicable to Bishop Policarp, already judged by the
Church and to be judged by history as an usurper of power.
17 April, 1942,                                      ARCHPRIEST ALEXIS STANISLAVSKY.
Friday in the Second Week after Easter.